
Baxter Academy’s 2019 Summer Reading Recommendations 
 

 
Reading improves your focus and concentration.  
Reading improves imagination and memory. 
Reading improves your conversational skills.  

 
Choose a book from this list to read this summer.  

Don’t forget about audio books and your local (or Portland) library.  
 At Baxter,we want you to read this summer, but we don’t require you to complete a summer reading 

assignment.  Instead, you will be expected to participate in book talks when we return to school in 
September. Challenge  yourself to read more than just one book! Challenge yourself to read a lot!   

 

Classics 
 
Brave New World  Largely set in a futuristic World State of genetically modified citizens and an 
intelligence-based social hierarchy, the novel anticipates huge scientific developments in reproductive 
technology, sleep-learning, psychological manipulation, and classical conditioning that are combined 
to make a utopian society that goes challenged only by a single outsider. 
 
 
Slaughterhouse - Five  One of the world's great anti-war books. Centering on the infamous 
firebombing of Dresden, Billy Pilgrim's odyssey through time reflects the mythic journey of our own 
fractured lives as we search for meaning in what we fear most. 
 
 
 
Go Tell it On the Mountain With lyrical precision, psychological directness, resonating symbolic 
power, and a rage that is at once unrelenting and compassionate, Baldwin chronicles a 
fourteen-year-old boy's discovery of the terms of his identity as the stepson of the minister of a 
storefront Pentecostal church in Harlem one Saturday in March of 1935.  
 
 
Frankenstein Frankenstein tells the story of committed science student Victor Frankenstein. 
Obsessed with discovering the cause of generation and life and bestowing animation upon lifeless 
matter, Frankenstein assembles a human being from stolen body parts but; upon bringing it to life, he 
recoils in horror at the creature's hideousness.  
 
 
A Raisin in the Sun A play about the hopes and aspirations of a struggling, working-class family living 
on the South Side of Chicago connected profoundly with the psyche of black America--and changed 
American theater forever.  The play's title comes from a line in Langston Hughes's poem "Harlem," 
which warns that a dream deferred might "dry up/like a raisin in the sun." 
 
 



 
The Catcher in the Rye The hero-narrator of The Catcher in the Rye is sixteen, and a native New 
Yorker named Holden Caulfield. Through circumstances that tend to preclude adult, secondhand 
description, he leaves his prep school in Pennsylvania and goes underground in New York City for 
three days.  

 
 

(New-ish) Fiction 
 
The Refugees From a young Vietnamese refugee who suffers profound culture shock when he comes 
to live with two gay men in San Francisco, to a woman whose husband is suffering from dementia and 
starts to confuse her for a former lover, to a girl living in Ho Chi Minh City whose older half-sister 
comes back from America having seemingly accomplished everything she never will, the stories are a 
captivating testament to the dreams and hardships of immigration. 
 
 
The Circle Set in the future, award winning author, David Eggers, describes a place where social 
media has been prioritized over personal relationships. An adult novel, but reads like YA fiction. 
 
 
 
Sing, Unburied, Sing Jojo is thirteen years old and trying to understand what it means to be a man. He 
doesn’t lack in fathers to study, chief among them his Black grandfather, Pop. But there are other 
men who complicate his understanding: his absent White father, Michael, who is being released from 
prison; his absent White grandfather, Big Joseph, who won’t acknowledge his existence; and the 
memories of his dead uncle, Given, who died as a teenager. 
 
The Hate U Give "What's the point of having a voice if you're gonna be silent in those moments you 
shouldn't be?" Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor neighbourhood where she was 
born and raised and her posh high school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance between them is 
shattered when Starr is the only witness to the fatal shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a 
police officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It could also get her killed. 
 
 
 

The Beauty that Remains  Autumn always knew exactly who she was—a talented artist and a loyal 
friend. Shay was defined by two things: her bond with her twin sister, Sasha, and her love of music. 
And Logan always turned to writing love songs when his love life was a little less than perfect. But 
when tragedy strikes each of them, somehow music is no longer enough. 
 
Carry On  A fantasy novel which transports young adult readers to the world of magic. In the story, 
the Chosen One (Simon Snow) must defeat the evil Humdrum, who seeks to destroy the magical world 
in the United Kingdom.  
 
 
There There There There is a relentlessly paced multigenerational story about violence and recovery, 
memory and identity, and the beauty and despair woven into the history of a nation and its people. It 



tells the story of twelve characters, each of whom have private reasons for traveling to the Big Oakland Powwow. 
Fierce, angry, violent, and heartbreaking. 

Nonfiction 
 
Guns, Germs, and Steel  Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and a national bestseller: the global account of 
the rise of civilization that is also a stunning refutation of ideas of human development based on race. 
 
 
 
The Outliers Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey through the world of "outliers"--the 
best and the brightest, the most famous and the most successful. He asks the question: what makes 
high-achievers different? 
 
 
Blood, Bullets, and Bones Real-life cases to tell the fascinating history of modern forensic science, 
from the first test for arsenic poisoning to fingerprinting, firearm and blood spatter analysis, DNA 
evidence, and all the important milestones in between. By turns captivating and shocking, Blood, 
Bullets, and Bones demonstrates the essential role forensic science has played in our criminal justice 
system. 
 
(Don’t) Call Me Crazy In order to understand mental health, we need to talk openly about it. 
Because there’s no single definition of crazy, there’s no single experience that embodies it, and the 
word itself means different things—wild? extreme? disturbed? passionate?—to different people. 
Thirty-three writers, athletes, and artists offer essays, lists, comics, and illustrations that explore 
their personal experiences with mental illness and how we do and do not talk about mental health. 
 

The Radium Girls The Curies' newly discovered element of radium makes gleaming headlines across 
the nation as the fresh face of beauty, and wonder drug of the medical community. From body lotion 
to tonic water, the popular new element shines bright in the otherwise dark years of the First World 
War. Meanwhile, hundreds of girls toil amidst the glowing dust of the radium-dial factories. The 
glittering chemical covers their bodies from head to toe; they light up the night like industrious 
fireflies. With such a coveted job, these "shining girls" are the luckiest alive — until they begin to fall 
mysteriously ill. 
 
Brave Face “I wasn’t depressed because I was gay. I was depressed and gay.” Shaun David Hutchinson 
was nineteen. Confused. Struggling to find the vocabulary to understand and accept who he was and 
how he fit into a community in which he couldn’t see himself. In this courageous and deeply honest 
memoir, Shaun takes readers through the journey of what brought him to the edge, and what has 
helped him truly believe that it does get better. 
 
The Glass Universe The true story of a group of women whose contributions to the burgeoning field 
of astronomy forever changed our understanding of the stars and our place in the universe. In the 
mid-nineteenth century, the Harvard College Observatory began employing women as calculators, or 
“human computers,” to interpret the observations made via telescope by their male counterparts 
each night. 

 
Rebel Without a Green Card At thirteen, bright-eyed, straight-A student Sara Saedi uncovered a 
terrible family secret: she was breaking the law simply by living in the United States. Only two years 
old when her parents fled Iran, she didn’t learn of her undocumented status until her older sister 
wanted to apply for an after-school job, but couldn’t because she didn’t have a Social Security 



number. Fear of deportation kept Sara up at night, but it didn’t keep her from being a teenager. She desperately 
wanted a green card, along with clear skin, her own car, and a boyfriend. 

 
The Warmth of Other Suns. Reads like fiction as Isabel WIlkerson weaves together three different 
perspectives from three different time periods in the southeast. Illustrates important parts of the 
Great Migration while connecting readers with three characters from our history.  
 
 
 

 
Young Adult Literature Recommendations from Baxter Students 

Baxter students read these books this year, and think you should, too.  
 
The Perks of Being a Wallflower The Perks of Being a Wallflower is a book about growing up into the 
adult world.  It creates a story about a boy who never fit in, finding a friend group that accepts him, and a 
girl that loves him.  It’s an engaging story with highs and lows, and an ending that will leave you stunned. 
Steven Chbosky writes in a way that lets you know exactly what the character knows, by writing to you 
with letters.  Overall, it really captures the essence of teen life.  Recommended by Harrison 
 
The River Brian, the main character from Hatchet, is approached by the military in this sequel, “The 
River.”  He goes back into the woods and they take notes on what he does and how he survives.  This 
book focuses in on the importance of survival and how experience is a much better teacher than books. 
In this exciting book, we watch a changed Brian revisit his survivalist side.  Recommended by Aiden 
 
 
The Ravenous This suspenseful novel by Amy Lukavics clearly shows how family members will do 
anything to help each other as long as there is a loving bond between them.  Mona is a teenager who 
lives with her sisters.  When their father goes to the military, their mom changes, eventually leading to 
Rose’s death, and their mom’s departure with Rose’ body.  When she returns, though, Rose is alive 
again, but her sisters notice something is not right.  This chilling book perfectly illustrates how strong their 
family bond really is.  Recommended by Kiron  
 
Vicious  V. E. Schwab generally writes adult novels but in Vicious she tests her skills in YA writing. A 
supervillain novel that includes supernatural elements and also a relatable and intelligent main character 
that could DEFINITELY be turned into a graphic novel. Schwab uses a unique timeline technique that 
involves jumping back to the past in one chapter and a ticking clock in the present. This book is a great 
read if you’re looking for an adventure novel featuring an unlikely ragtag family. Recommended by 
Sawyer 
 
Apt Pupil When Todd, the local paperboy, was delivering newspapers he met Mr. Dussander.  Mr. 
Dussander was a shady old man.  Todd started to hang out with Mr. Dussander a lot, and his deep dark 
stories came out.  This book is very engaging and dark.  If you like dark, scary, and descriptive books, 
then this book is for you.  It gets you to think about how people are different than you think sometimes.  
 
Sabotage Sabotage is set back in 1940 in the midst of WWII.  It introduces and follows the members of 
the commando squad set to carry out the biggest sabotage mission of WWII.  The mission, to destroy an 
isolated but critical heavy water plant that produced heavy water, an integral part in the production of the 
Germans’ nuclear bomb.  The book switched between characters which kept the story fresh.  It was also 
very informative.  It explained the heavy water process and how Germany planned on making the bomb. 



It was also quite descriptive, but not so descriptive that it bored the reader.  Overall, it was an excellent story that 
kept me captivated the entire time.  

 
Alice Isn’t Dead Joseph Fink’s exhilarating road trip of a story follows Keisha, an anxious woman who 
carries her fear on her back after the disappearance of her wife, Alice.  Alice is presumed dead, and 
after the funeral, grief counseling groups, and isolation from the world, Keisha sees Alice, clear as day, 
in the background of a news report about a gruesome murder.  Looking right at her, and her already 
uprooted life is flipped once again.  Revelations unfold, from a road trip, to a lost teenager, to monster 
and creatures beyond this world.  Keisha learns to brandish her fear as the most important weapon in a 
new kind of war.  
 
A Semi-Definitive List of Worst Nightmares A semi-definitive list of Worst Nightmares is about a girl 
named Esterh.  She and her family are cursed due to her grandfather, who met an ageless reaper 
during the Vietnam war.  The family curse is that they get recurring, unnerving dreams of the one single 
thing that will one day kill them.  
 
 
 
The Call Reeder O’Guillin’s The Call, is a magical trip through Irish Folklore.  The book follows Nessa, a 
crippled, headstrong teen and her friends.  They must all face “the Grayland,” a dystopian world 
inhabited by the Sihede.  O’Guillin focuses on the theme of revenge and perspectives on unjust 
punishment.  O’Guillins’ twisted, descriptive writing style makes this book truly exciting.  Recommended 
by Birch 
 
 
Mortal Engines The path along which main protagonist Tom Natsworth and Hester Shaw is riddled with 
betrayal and drenched in blood.  However, along every twist and turn Hester is relentless in her pursuit 
of achieving her goal.  This books starts off with you in your seat but leaves you on the edge. 
Throughout this captivating story, you meet many interesting characters who make you think about trust 
and loyalty.  Reeve’s writing style makes sure there is never a dull moment and immerses you in the 
story.  
 
 

The Outsiders The Outsiders is a book about a gang of kids in the 1960s.  The book shows family 
problems and problems with discrimination/rivalry between two prominent gangs in town.  Throughout the 
book, Polyboy, the main character, and Johnny, his best friend, get into trouble with the law and leave 
town.  Later on the boys save a bunch of kids from a burning building.  Recommended by Brendan 
 
Scythe Scythe is an extraordinary book about Sitra and Roawn.  This book is set hundreds upon 
thousands of years in the future when the world is a perfect utopia where there is no death or disease. 
It’s called the “postmortal age.”  The one problem is that there is no death and so the order of the 
Scythes has arisen.  The scythes are the only takers of death and the only people that get the job are 
people who least want it.  The book focuses on Sitra and Rowan, who get chose to be a Scythe for a 
day. 
 
 
The 5th Wave A girl named Grace has a normal life and a normal family until it gets torn apart by aliens 
invading earth and has to survive.   It is a very exciting book with lots of action, suspense and more. 



The author is descriptive in the best way possible and writes in a way that keeps you interested and wanting to keep 
reading.  


