
 

2018 Suggested Summer Reading 
 
Reading improves your conversational skills.  
Reading improves your focus and concentration.  
Reading improves imagination and memory. 

 
Find a book to read this summer. Read one of our suggestions, or choose 

something on your own. Don’t forget about audio books and your local (or 
Portland) library.  

 

 

  
 



 

   

 
 
 
 

Classics 
 

Lord of the Flies At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a 
group of schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate; this far 
from civilization the boys can do anything they want. Anything. They attempt to forge their own society, 
failing, however, in the face of terror, sin and evil. 
 
The Color Purple Set in the deep American South between the wars, it is the tale of Celie, a young black girl 
born into poverty and segregation.  
 
Slaughterhouse - Five  One of the world's great anti-war books. Centering on the infamous firebombing of 
Dresden, Billy Pilgrim's odyssey through time reflects the mythic journey of our own fractured lives as we 
search for meaning in what we fear most. 
 
Moby - Dick Moby-Dick is the story of an eerily compelling madman pursuing an unholy war against a 
creature as vast and dangerous and unknowable as the sea itself. But more than just a novel of adventure, 
more than an encyclopaedia of whaling lore and legend, the book can be seen as part of its author's lifelong 
meditation on America. 

 
(New-ish) Fiction 

 
The Refugees A collection of short stories that are a captivating testament to the dreams and hardships of 
immigration. 
 
The Circle Set in the future, award winning author, David Eggers, describes a place where social media has 
been prioritized over personal relationships. An adult novel, but reads like YA fiction. 
 
American Street  Tells the story of a Haitian immigrant who moves to Detroit to live with her aunt and 
cousins. Explores the American Dream in a modern urban setting.  



 

 

 
The Beauty that Remains  Autumn always knew exactly who she was—a talented artist and a loyal friend. 
Shay was defined by two things: her bond with her twin sister, Sasha, and her love of music. And Logan 
always turned to writing love songs when his love life was a little less than perfect. But when tragedy strikes 
each of them, somehow music is no longer enough. 
 
Carry On  A fantasy novel which transports young adult readers to the world of magic. In the story, the 
Chosen One (Simon Snow) must defeat the evil Humdrum, who seeks to destroy the magical world in the 
United Kingdom.  
 

Nonfiction 
 
Guns, Germs, and Steel  Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and a national bestseller: the global account of the rise 
of civilization that is also a stunning refutation of ideas of human development based on race. 
 
The Outliers Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual journey through the world of "outliers"--the best and 
the brightest, the most famous and the most successful. He asks the question: what makes high-achievers 
different? 
 
The Radium Girls.A true story of young factory workers who were poisoned by radium as scientists 
continued to experiment with radiation. 
 
Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World The true history of Genghis Khan, from the story of his 
relentless rise through Mongol tribal culture to the waging of his devastatingly successful wars and the 
explosion of civilization that the Mongol Empire unleashed. 
 
The Glass Universe The true story of a group of women whose contributions to the burgeoning field of 
astronomy forever changed our understanding of the stars and our place in the universe. In the 
mid-nineteenth century, the Harvard College Observatory began employing women as calculators, or “human 
computers,” to interpret the observations made via telescope by their male counterparts each night. 
 
The Warmth of Other Suns. Reads like fiction as Isabel WIlkerson weaves together three different 
perspectives from three different time periods in the southeast. Illustrates important parts of the Great 
Migration while connecting readers with three characters from our history.  
 

2017 Suggested Summer Reading 
 
Reading is exercise for your brain. Reading enhances your memory. Reading helps            
to boost your analytical thinking. Reading will help you become a better writer and              
communicator. Deep reading helps us become more empathetic. Being a reader 

means you are more likely to learn something. Let’s challenge one another to 
read (a lot) this summer. 
 



 

 
Reading Expectations 
 
Our Summer Reading List was compiled of texts based on student and teacher 
recommendations. We’ve marked which books are included on the AP list if you are interested in 

reading from this list. Lexile levels are included to help you choose a book at your reading level. 
 
 

Fiction 
 

The Silent Gondoliers by S. Morgenstern. Once upon a time, the gondoliers of Venice 
possessed the finest voices in all the world. But, alas, few remember those days--and fewer still 
were ever blessed to hear such glorious singing. No one since has discovered the secret behind 
the sudden silence of the golden-voiced gondoliers. No one, it seems, but S. Morgenstern. Now 
Morgenstern recounts the sad and noble story of the ambitions, frustrations, and eventual 
triumph of Luigi, the gondolier with the goony smile. Lexile Level: 750 

 
 
Lord of the Flies by William Goldman. When a plane crashes on a remote island, a small group of 

schoolboys are the sole survivors. From the prophetic Simon and virtuous Ralph to the lovable 
Piggy and brutish Jack, each of the boys attempts to establish control as the reality - and brutal 
savagery - of their situation sets in. The boys' struggle to find a way of existing in a community with 
no fixed boundaries invites readers to evaluate the concepts involved in social and political 
constructs and moral frameworks. Ideas of community, leadership, and the rule of law are called 
into question as the reader has to consider who has a right to power, why, and what the 
consequences of the acquisition of power may be. (Suggested AP Reading) Lexile Level: 770 

 
Carry On by Rainbow Rowell. Snow just wants to relax and savor his last year at the Watford School of 

Magicks, but no one will let him. His girlfriend broke up with him, his best friend is a pest, and his 
mentor keeps trying to hide him away in the mountains where maybe he’ll be safe. Simon can’t 
even enjoy the fact that his roommate and longtime nemesis is missing, because he can’t stop 
worrying about the evil git. Plus there are ghosts. And vampires. And actual evil things trying to 
shut Simon down. When you’re the most powerful magician the world has ever known, you never 
get to relax and savor anything. Lexile  Level: HL570 

 
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston. When Janie, at sixteen, is caught kissing shiftless 

Johnny Taylor, her grandmother swiftly marries her off to an old man with sixty acres. Janie 
endures two stifling marriages before meeting the man of her dreams, who offers not diamonds, 
but a packet of flowering seeds … This is one of the very greatest American novels of the 20th 
century. (Suggested AP Reading) 

 



 

 

Lexile Level: 890 
 
 
 
The Book of Unknown Americans by Cristina Henriquez. A novel that tells the story of the love between a 

Panamanian boy and a Mexican girl. After their daughter Maribel suffers a near-fatal accident, the 
Riveras leave México and come to America. But upon settling at Redwood Apartments,they 
discover that Maribel's recovery--the piece of the American Dream on which they've pinned all 
their hopes--will not be easy. Every task seems to confront them with language, racial, and cultural 
obstacles. At Redwood also lives Mayor Toro, a high school sophomore whose family arrived from 
Panamá fifteen years ago. Mayor sees in Maribel something others do not: that beyond her lovely 
face, and beneath the damage she's sustained, 

 
is a gentle, funny, and wise spirit. But as the two grow closer, violence casts a shadow over all their futures in 

America. Lexile Level: 850 

 
 
 
 
I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson. At first, Jude and her twin brother are Noah and Jude; inseparable. 

Noah draws constantly and is falling in love with the charismatic boy next door, while daredevil 
Jude wears red-red lipstick, cliff-dives, and does all the talking for both of them. Years later, they 
are barely speaking. Something has happened to change the twins in different yet equally 
devastating ways, but then Jude meets an intriguing, irresistible boy and a mysterious new 
mentor. Lexile Level: HL740 

 
 
The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky. The critically acclaimed debut novel from Stephen 

Chbosky, Perks follows observant “wallflower” Charlie as he charts a course through the strange 
world between adolescence and adulthood. First dates, family drama, and new friends. Sex, drugs, 
and The Rocky Horror Picture Show. Devastating loss, young love, and life on the fringes. Caught 
between trying to live his life and trying to run from it, Charlie must learn to navigate those wild and 
poignant roller-coaster days known as growing up. Lexile Level: 720 
 

 
Delirium by Lauren Oliver. In an alternate United States, love has been declared a dangerous 

disease, and the government forces everyone who reaches eighteen to have a procedure called 
the Cure. Living with her aunt, uncle, and cousins in Portland, Maine, Lena Haloway is very much 
looking forward to being cured and living a safe, predictable life. She watched love destroy her 
mother and isn't about to make the same mistake. But with ninety-five days left until her 
treatment, Lena meets enigmatic Alex, a boy from the "Wilds" who lives under the government's 
radar. What will happen if they do the unthinkable and fall in love? Lexile Level: 920 

 



 

 

 

The 13 ½ Lives of Captain Bluebear by Walter Moes. Captain Bluebear tells the story of his first 13-1/2 lives 
spent on the mysterious continent of Zamonia, where intelligence is an infectious disease, water 
flows uphill, and dangers lie in wait for him around every corner. "A bluebear has twenty-seven 
lives. I shall recount thirteen and a half of them in this book but keep quiet about the rest," says the 
narrator of Walter Moers’s epic adventure. "What about the Minipirates? What about the 
Hobgoblins, the Spiderwitch, the Babbling Billows, the Troglotroll, the Mountain Maggot… Mine is 
a tale of mortal danger and eternal love, of hair’s breadth, last-minute escapes." Welcome to the 
fantastic world of Zamonia, populated by all manner of 

 
extraordinary characters. It’s a land of imaginative lunacy and supreme adventure, wicked satire and epic 

fantasy, all mixed together, turned on its head, and lavishly illustrated by the author. Lexile Level: N/A 

 
 
The Aeronaut’s Windlass by Jim Butcher. Since time immemorial, the Spires have sheltered humanity, 

towering for miles over the mist-shrouded surface of the world. Within their halls, aristocratic 
houses have ruled for generations, developing scientific marvels, fostering trade alliances, and 
building fleets of airships to keep the peace. Captain Grimm commands the merchant ship, 
Predator. Fiercely loyal to Spire Albion, he has taken their side in the cold war with Spire Aurora, 
disrupting the enemy’s shipping lines by attacking their cargo vessels. But when the Predator  is 
severely damaged in combat, leaving captain and crew grounded, Grimm is offered a proposition 
from the Spirearch of Albion—to join a team of agents on a vital mission in exchange for fully 

restoring Predator  to its fighting glory. Lexile Level: 650 
 
Out of Nowhere by Maria Padian. At Maquoit High School, Tom Bouchard has it made: captain and star of 

the soccer team, boyfriend to one of the prettiest, most popular girls, and third in his class, likely to 
have his pick of any college, if he ever bothers filling out his applications. But life in his idyllic small 
Maine town quickly gets turned upside down after the events of 9/11. Enniston has become a 
“secondary migration” location for Somali refugees, who are seeking a better life after their country 
was destroyed by war—they can no longer go home. Tom hasn’t thought much about his Somali 
classmates until four of them join the soccer team, including Saeed. Lexile Level: HL670 

 
 
 
One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. One Hundred Years of Solitude tells the 

story of the rise and fall, birth and death of a mythical town of Macondo through the history of the 
Buendia family. Inventive, amusing, magnetic, sad, alive with unforgettable men and women, and 
with a truth and understanding that strike the soul. One Hundred Years of Solitude is a 
masterpiece of the art of fiction. (Suggested  AP Reading) Lexile Level: 1410 
 
 
 

 
 



 

In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez. Set during the waning days of the Trujillo dictatorship in the 
Dominican Republic in 1960, this extraordinary novel tells the story the Mirabal sisters, three 
young wives and mothers who are assassinated after visiting their jailed husbands. Set in the 
Dominican Republic during the rise of the Trujillo dictatorship. A skillful blend of fact and fiction, In 
the Time of the Butterflies is inspired by the true story of the three Mirabal sisters who, in 1960, 
were murdered for their part in an underground plot to overthrow the government. Alvarez 
breathes life into these historical figures--known as "las mariposas," or "the butterflies," in the 
underground--as she imagines their teenage years, their gradual 

 
involvement with the revolution, and their terror as their dissentience is uncovered. (Suggested AP Reading) 
 
Lexile Level: 910 
 
 

 
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle The world already knows Meg and Charles Wallace 

Murry, Calvin O'Keefe, and the three Mrs--Who, Whatsit, and Which--the memorable and 
wonderful characters who fight off a dark force and save our universe in the Newbery 
award-winning classic A Wrinkle in Time. But in 50 years of publication, the book has never 
been illustrated. Now, Hope Larson takes the classic story to a new level with her vividly 
imagined interpretations of tessering and favorite characters like the Happy Medium and Aunt 
Beast. Perfect for old fans and winning over new ones, this graphic novel adaptation is a 
must-read. 

 
Lexile Level: 740 
 
Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. Mary Shelley began writing Frankenstein when she was only eighteen. At once a 

Gothic thriller, a passionate romance, and a cautionary tale about the dangers of science, 
Frankenstein tells the story of committed science student Victor Frankenstein. Obsessed with 
discovering the cause of generation and life and bestowing animation upon lifeless matter, 
Frankenstein assembles a human being from stolen body parts but; upon bringing it to life, he recoils 
in horror at the creature's hideousness. Tormented by isolation and loneliness, the once-innocent 
creature turns to evil and unleashes a campaign of murderous revenge against his creator, 
Frankenstein. (Suggested AP Reading) Lexile Level: 670 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Spook Country by William Gibson. Spook Country is a 2007 novel by speculative fictionauthor William 
Gibson.A political thriller set in contemporary North America, it followed on from the author's 
previous novel, Pattern Recognition (2003), and was succeeded in 2010 by Zero History, 
which featured much of the same core cast of characters. The plot comprises the intersecting 
tales of three protagonists: Hollis Henry, a musician-turned-journalist researching a story on 
locative art;Tito, ayoung Cuban-Chinese operative whose family is on occasion in the employ of a 
renegade ex-CIA agent; and Milgrim, a drug-addled translator held captive by Brown, a strangely 
authoritarian and secretive man. Lexile Level: 1150 

 
 
 
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut. Kurt Vonnegut's absurdist classic Slaughterhouse-Five introduces 

us to Billy Pilgrim, a man who becomes unstuck in time after he is abducted by aliens from the 
planet Tralfamadore. In a plot-scrambling display of virtuosity, we follow Pilgrim simultaneously 
through all phases of his life, concentrating on his (and Vonnegut's) shattering experience as an 
American prisoner of war who witnesses the firebombing of Dresden. Don't let the ease of reading 
fool you - Vonnegut's isn't a conventional, or simple, novel. He writes, "There are almost no 
characters in this story, and almost no dramatic confrontations, because most of the people in it 
are so sick, and so much the listless playthings of enormous forces. One of the main effects of 
war, after all, is that people are discouraged 

 
from being characters." Slaughterhouse-Five is not only Vonnegut's most powerful book, it is also as               

important as any written since 1945. It fashions the author's experiences in the Second World War.                

(Suggested AP Reading) Lexile Level: 850 
 
On the Beach by Nevil Shute. After a nuclear World War III has destroyed most of the globe, the few 

remaining survivors in southern Australia await the radioactive cloud that is heading their way and 
bringing certain death to everyone in its path. Among them is an American submarine captain 
struggling to resist the knowledge that his wife and children in the United States must be dead. 
Then a faint Morse code signal is picked up, transmitting from somewhere near Seattle, and 
Captain Towers must lead his submarine crew on a bleak tour of the ruined world in a desperate 
search for signs of life. On  the Beach is a remarkably convincing portrait of how ordinary people 
might face the most unimaginable nightmare. Lexile Level: 1050 

 
The Man in the High Castle by Philip K. Dick. It's America in 1962. Slavery is legal once again. 

The few Jews who still survive hide under assumed names. In San Francisco the I Ching is as 
common as the Yellow Pages. All because some 20 years earlier the United States lost a war, 
and is now occupied jointly by Nazi Germany and Japan. This harrowing, Hugo Award-winning 
novel is the work that established Philip K. Dick as an innovator in science fiction while breaking 
the barrier between science fiction and the serious novel of ideas. In it Dick offers a haunting 
vision of history as a nightmare from which it may just be possible to awake. Lexile Level: 950 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speculative_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Speculative_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Gibson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Gibson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locative_media


 

 
 

Ms. Marvel. Kamala Khan is an ordinary girl from Jersey City — until she's suddenly empowered 
with extraordinary gifts. But who truly is the new Ms. Marvel? Teenager? Muslim? Inhuman? Find 
out as she takes the Marvel Universe by storm! When Kamala discovers the dangers of her 
newfound powers, she unlocks a secret behind them, as well. Is Kamala ready to wield these 
immense new gifts? Or will the weight of the legacy before her be too much to bear? Kamala has 
no idea, either. But she's comin' for you, Jersey! Lexile Level: GN425 

 
 

Cloud and Wallfish by Anne Nesbet. Noah Keller has a pretty normal life, until one wild 
afternoon when his parents pick him up from school and head straight for the airport, telling him on 
the ride that his name isn’t really Noah and he didn’t really just turn eleven in March. And he can’t 
even ask them why — not because of his Astonishing Stutter, but because asking questions is 
against the newly instated rules. (Rule Number Two: Don’t talk about serious things indoors, 
because Rule Number One: They will always be listening). As Noah—now "Jonah Brown"—and 
his parents head behind the Iron Curtain into East Berlin, the rules and secrets begin to pile up so 
quickly that he can hardly keep track of the questions bubbling up inside him. Lexile Level: 850 

 
 
 

The Three-Body Problem by Liu Cixin. Set against the backdrop of China's Cultural Revolution, a 
secret military project sends signals into space to establish contact with aliens. An alien civilization 
on the brink of destruction captures the signal and plans to invade Earth. Meanwhile, on Earth, 
different camps start forming, planning to either welcome the superior beings and help them take 
over a world seen as corrupt, or to fight against the invasion. The result is a science fiction 
masterpiece of enormous scope and vision. Lexile Level: 1250 
 
Kindred by Octavia Butler. The first science fiction written by a black woman, Kindred has 
become a cornerstone of black American literature. This combination of slave memoir, fantasy, 
and historical fiction is a novel of rich literary complexity. Having just celebrated her 26th birthday 
in 1976 California, Dana, an African-American woman, is suddenly and inexplicably wrenched 
through time into antebellum Maryland. After saving a drowning white boy there, she finds herself 
staring into the barrel of a shotgun and is transported back to the present just in time to save her 
life. During numerous such time-defying episodes with the same young man, 

 
she realizes the challenge she’s been given: to protect this young slaveholder until he can father her own 

great-grandmother. Lexile Level: 580 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Nonfiction 
 

Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder. In this young adult edition, readers are 
introduced to Dr. Paul Farmer, a Harvard-educated doctor with a self-proclaimed mission to 
transform healthcare on a global scale. Farmer focuses his attention on some of the world's 
most impoverished people and uses unconventional ways in which to provide healthcare, to 
achieve real results and save lives. Lexile  Level: 1120 

 
 

 
Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell. In this stunning new book, Malcolm Gladwell takes us on an intellectual 

journey through the world of "outliers"--the best and the brightest, the most famous and the most 
successful. He asks the question: what makes high-achievers different? His answer is that we 
pay too much attention to what successful people are like, and too little attention to where they 
are from: that is, their culture, their family, their generation, and the idiosyncratic experiences of 
their upbringing. Along the way he explains the secrets of software billionaires, what it takes to 
be a great soccer player, why Asians are good at math, and what made the Beatles the greatest 
rock band. Lexile Level: 1080 

 
 
 
Rocket Girls by Nathalia Holt. In the 1940s and 50s, when the newly minted Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

needed quick-thinking mathematicians to calculate velocities and plot trajectories, they didn't turn 
to male graduates. Rather, they recruited an elite group of young women who, with only pencil, 
paper, and mathematical prowess, transformed rocket design, helped bring about the first 
American satellites, and made the exploration of the solar system possible. For the first time, 
Rise of the Rocket Girls tells the stories of these women--known as "human computers"--who 
broke the boundaries of both gender and science. Lexile Level: 950 

 
 
 

Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different by Karen Blumenthal. Written especially for a 
young audience, a must-read biography of Steve Jobs: visionary, entrepreneur, inventor, and 
cofounder of Apple. Visionary. Pioneer. Little terror. Entrepreneur. Inventor. College dropout. 
Creative genius. These are just a few of the words used to describe the late Steve Jobs, 
cofounder, chairman, and chief executive officer of Apple Inc. Lexile Level: 1110 

 
Eyes Wide Open by Paul Fleischman. Paul Fleischman offers teens an environmental wake-up call and a 

tool kit for decoding the barrage of conflicting information confronting them.We're living in an 
Ah-Ha moment. Take 250 years of human ingenuity. Add abundant fossil fuels. The result: a 
population and lifestyle never before seen. The downsides weren't visible for centuries, but now 
they are. Suddenly everything needs rethinking – suburbs, cars, fast food, cheap prices. It's a 



 

 

changed world. This book explains it. Not with isolated facts, but the principles driving attitudes 
and events, from vested interests to denial to big-country syndrome. Because money is as 
important as molecules in the environment, science is joined with politics, history, and 
psychology to provide the briefing needed to comprehend the 21st 

 
century. Lexile Level: 1080 
 
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates. In a series of essays, written as a letter to his son, Coates 

confronts the notion of race in America and how it has shaped American history, many times at 
the cost of black bodies and lives. Thoughtfully exploring personal and historical events, from his 
time at Howard University to the Civil War, the author poignantly asks and attempts to answer 
difficult questions that plague modern society. In this short memoir, the "Atlantic" writer explains 
that the tragic examples of Michael Brown, Trayvon Martin, and those killed in South Carolina are 
the results of a systematically constructed and maintained assault to black people--a structure 
that includes slavery, mass incarceration, and police brutality as part of its foundation. From his 
passionate and deliberate breakdown of the 

 
concept of race itself to the importance of the Black Lives Matter movement, Coates powerfully sums up the 
terrible history of the subjugation of black people in the United States. A timely work, this title will resonate with 
all teens--those who have experienced racism as well as those who have followed the recent news coverage on 
violence against people of color. Lexile  Level: 1090 
 
Guns, Germs, and Steel y Jared Diamond. A global account of the rise of civilization that is also a stunning 

refutation of ideas of human development based on race. Until around 11,000 b.c., all peoples 
were still Stone Age hunter/gatherers. At that point, a great divide occurred in the rates that 
human societies evolved. In Eurasia, parts of the Americas, and Africa, farming became the 
prevailing mode of existence when indigenous wild plants and animals were domesticated by 
prehistoric planters and herders. As Jared Diamond vividly reveals, the very people who gained 
a head start in producing food would collide with preliterate cultures, shaping the modern world 
through conquest, displacement, and genocide. Lexile Level: 1440 

 
 
The Code Book by Simon Singh. Simon Singh offers the first sweeping history of encryption, 
tracing its evolution and revealing the dramatic effects codes have had on wars, nations, and 
individual lives. From Mary, Queen of Scots, trapped by her own code, to the Navajo Code Talkers 
who helped the Allies win World War II, to the incredible (and incredibly simple) logistical 
breakthrough that made Internet commerce secure, The Code Book tells the story of the most 
powerful intellectual weapon ever known: secrecy. 

 
Throughout the text are clear technical and mathematical explanations, and portraits of the remarkable 

personalities who wrote and broke the world's most difficult codes. Accessible, 
 



 

 

compelling, and remarkably far-reaching, this book will forever alter your view of history and what drives it. It 

will also make you wonder how private that e-mail you just sent really is. Lexile Level: 1310 

 
 
The Mothman Prophecies by John Keel. West Virginia, 1966. For thirteen months the town of Point Pleasant 

is gripped by a real-life nightmare that culminates in a tragedy that makes headlines around the 
world. Strange occurrences and sightings, including a bizarre winged apparition that becomes 
known as the Mothman, trouble this ordinary American community. Mysterious lights are seen 
moving across the sky. Domestic animals are found slaughtered and mutilated. And journalist 
John Keel, arriving to investigate the freakish events, soon finds himself an integral part of an 
eerie and unfathomable mystery. Lexile Level: 1000 

 
To Engineer is Human by Henry Petroski. How did a simple design error cause one of the great disasters of 

the 1980s—the collapse of the walkways at the Kansas City Hyatt Regency Hotel? What made 
the graceful and innovative Tacoma Narrows Bridge twist apart in a mild wind in 1940? How did 
an oversized waterlily inspire the magnificent Crystal Palace, the crowning achievement of 
Victorian architecture and engineering? These are some of the failures and successes that Henry 
Petroski, author of the acclaimed The Pencil, examines in this engaging, wonderfully literate 
book. More than a series of fascinating case studies, To Engineer Is Human is a work that looks 
at our deepest notions of progress and perfection, tracing the fine connection between the 
quantifiable realm of science and the chaotic realities of 

 
everyday life. Lexile Level: 1400 
 

Grit by Angela Duckworth. In this must-read book for anyone striving to succeed, pioneering 
psychologist Angela Duckworth shows parents, educators, athletes, students, and business 
people-both seasoned and new-that the secret to outstanding achievement is not talent but a 
focused persistence called “grit.” Why do some people succeed and others fail? Sharing new 
insights from her landmark research on grit, MacArthur “genius” Angela Duckworth explains why 
talent is hardly a guarantor of success. Rather, other factors can be even more crucial such as 
identifying our passions and following through on our commitments. Lexile Level: 

 
1450 
 
The Dictator’s Handbook by Alastair Smith and Bruce Beuno de Mesquita. For eighteen years, Bruce 

Bueno de Mesquita and Alastair Smith have been part of a team revolutionizing the study of 
politics by turning conventional wisdom on its head. They start from a single assertion: Leaders 
do whatever keeps them in power. They don’t care about the “national interest”—or even their 
subjects—unless they have to. This clever and accessible book shows that the difference 
between tyrants and democrats is just a convenient fiction. Governments do not differ in kind 
but only in the number of essential supporters, or backs that need scratching. The size of this 
group determines almost everything about politics: what leaders 



 

can get away with, and the quality of life or misery under them. The picture the authors paint is not pretty. But 

it just may be the truth, which is a good starting point for anyone seeking to improve human governance. 

Lexile Level: 1250 
 
A General Theory of Love by Thomas Lewis. A General Theory of Love draws on the latest scientific 

research to demonstrate that our nervous systems are not self-contained: from earliest 
childhood, our brains actually link with those of the people close to us, in a silent rhythm that 
alters the very structure of our brains, establishes life-long emotional patterns, and makes us, in 
large part, who we are. Explaining how relationships function, how parents shape their child’s 
developing self, how psychotherapy really works, and how our society dangerously flouts 
essential emotional laws, this is a work of rare passion and eloquence that will forever change 
the way you think about human intimacy. Lexile Level: 1000 

 
Queer, There, and Everywhere by Sarah Prager. This first-ever LGBTQ history book for young adults will 

appeal to fans of fun, empowering pop-culture books like Rad  American Women A-Z and 
Notorious RBG. World history has been made by countless lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
and queer individuals—and you’ve never heard of many of them. Queer author and activist Sarah 
Prager delves deep into the lives of 22 people who fought, created, and loved on their own terms. 
From high-profile figures like Abraham Lincoln and Eleanor Roosevelt to the trailblazing 
gender-ambiguous Queen of Sweden and a bisexual blues singer who didn’t make it 

 
into your history books, these astonishing true stories uncover a rich queer heritage that encompasses every 

culture, in every era. Lexile Level: N/A 

 
The Great Bridge by David McCullough. The Great Bridge is a sweeping narrative of a stupendous 

American achievement that rose up out of its era like a cathedral, a symbol of affirmation 
then and now. 

 
In the 19th century, the Brooklyn Bridge was viewed as the greatest engineering feat of mankind. 

The Roeblings--father and son--toiled for decades, fighting competitors, corrupt politicians, and 
the laws of nature to fabricate a bridge which, after 100 years, still provides one of the major 
avenues of access to one of the world's busiest cities--as compared to many 

 
bridges built at the same time which collapsed within decades or even years. It is refreshing to read such a 
magnificent story of real architecture and engineering in an era where these words refer to tiny bits and bytes 
that inspire awe only in their abstract consequences, and not in their tangible physical magnificence. 
 
Lexile Level: 1400 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Team of Rivals by Doris Kearns Goodwin. The life and times of Abraham Lincoln have been analyzed and 
dissected in countless books. Do we need another Lincoln biography? In Team  of Rivals, 
esteemed historian Doris Kearns Goodwin proves that we do. Though she can't help but cover 
some familiar territory, her perspective is focused enough to offer fresh insights into Lincoln's 
leadership style and his deep understanding of human behavior and motivation. 

 
Goodwin makes the case for Lincoln's political genius by examining his relationships with 

three men he selected for his cabinet, all of whom were opponents for the Republican 
nomination in 1860: William H. Seward, Salmon P. Chase, and Edward Bates. These men, all 
accomplished, nationally known, and presidential, originally disdained Lincoln for his backwoods 

upbringing and lack of experience, and were shocked and humiliated at losing to this relatively obscure Illinois 
lawyer. Yet Lincoln 
 
 
not only convinced them to join his administration--Seward as secretary of state, Chase as secretary of the 
treasury, and Bates as attorney general--he ultimately gained their admiration and respect as well. Had he not 
possessed the wisdom and confidence to select and work with the best people, she argues, he could not have 
led the nation through one of its darkest periods. Lexile Level: 1700 
 
Whoppers: History’s Most Outrageous Lies and Liars by Christine Seifert. History is full of liars. Not just 

little-white-lie-telling liars, but big-honkin’, whopper-telling liars—people who can convince us that 
even the most improbable, outrageous, nonsensical stories are true. And the worst part is that we 
believe them. Whoppers  tells the story of history’s greatest liars and the lies they told, providing a 
mix of narrative profiles of super-famous liars, lies, and/or hoaxes, as well as more obscure 
episodes. Lexile Level: 930 

 
 
 
The Story of Seeds by Nancy F. Castaldo. Something as small as a seed can have a worldwide impact. Did 

you know there are top-secret seed vaults hidden throughout the world? And once a seed 
disappears, that’s it—it’s gone forever? With the growth of genetically modified foods, the use of 
many seeds is dwindling—of 80,000 edible plants, only about 150 are being cultivated. With a 
global cast of men and women, scientists and laypeople, and photographic documentation, Nancy 
Castaldo chronicles where our food comes from, and where it is going as she digs deeper into the 
importance of seeds in our world. Lexile Level: 1100 

 
 


