
In our  f ir st  days at York Street back in 2013, students 
settled into their new high school by building chairs and 
desks. On December 20th, students once again pitched 
in to prepare a new space for learning. All morning 
long, 9th, 10th, and 11th graders were loading boxes 
onto school buses traveling across town for the 12th 
grade students to unload at the new 32,000 square 
foot Lancaster campus.

Though the top floor of the space has been completed 
and occupied by a portion of staff and students since 
September, the first floor has been much anticipated. 
After touring the space earlier this month with their 
advisors, students were most excited about the 
chemistry lab outfitted with a fume hood, the new 
CNC router in the 3,000 square foot fabrication lab, 

and the Great Room, which will serve as a gathering 
space for the Baxter community. Students also noted 
the colorful walls, large classrooms, and short walk to 
Monument Square and METRO buses.

On January 3rd, all staff and students will finally be 
under one roof. Some of the Winter trimester courses 
will include Computer Aided Design, Digital Storytelling, 
Biochemistry, and Introduction to Logic. We are thrilled 
to begin the new year together.

Com m unit y Mem bers Welcom e: Please 
join us February 2nd at  our  
Housewarm ing celebrat ion f rom  4-7PM.
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9t h graders explore t he new fabr icat ion lab on a t our  
of  t he space last  m ont h. For  m any st udent s, t h is is 
t he m ost -ant icipat ed room  in t he new building.

Opening Day is Here!

12t h graders Julie Winger  and Sam  St i les unload boxes at  185 
Lancast er  ST on t he last  day of  school before everyone is under  
one roof  again.



Inspiration in Atoms

Flex Fr iday dedicat es 20 percent  of  t he week t o st udent -m anaged, long-t erm  project s t hat  are relevant  t o 
each st udent ?s int erest s and goals.  St udent  t eam s ident ify a real-wor ld problem , def ine how t hey m ight  
solve it , pit ch t heir  solut ion t o a facult y review  board, net work  w it h out side exper t s, and t hen set  t o work .

Lukas Odrzywolsk i becam e interested in chemistry at 
his first exposure to the subject. Even though he was 
just learning the basics about molecules and atoms in 
8th grade, he was hooked: ?Chemistry creates 
everything around us. I find the way all of these 
components interact and react to one another 
fascinating. Even just the simple stuff, like how the 
covalent bonds that create water are bent. It?s 
incredible. I want to learn more about that: how can the 
structure and shape of water molecules be used to 
understand other structures??

Since that unit in middle school using legos to replicate 
atoms, Lukas has taken every opportunity available to 
him to learn more. He is currently enrolled in two 
chemistry courses: Physical Chemistry, taught by Allison 
Sample at Baxter Academy, and an AP Chemistry 
correspondence course through the University of Maine 
at Fort Kent. Lukas has been completing his AP 
coursework almost entirely independently, including the 
labs, which he sets up at home. Sample remarks that 
Lukas ?is not happy with just doing what is expected, but 
wants to always do his personal best and spends a 
great deal of time working on various problems in and 
out of class.?

Though two classes seems like plenty of chemistry for 
most 11th graders, Lukas knew he wanted to make 

chemistry his focus during Flex 
Friday. In September, he met with 
Dr. Cory Theberge at the University 
of New England?s College of 
Pharmacy. A few weeks later, he began working in the 
research labs.

Each Friday, Lukas spends several hours working with 
Dr. Theberge and Dr. Casia Mizuno to isolate the 
medicinal properties from the addictive properties of a 
pharmaceutical. Lukas says that this is difficult: ?Often, 
when you attempt to strip and distill a product, it will 
decompose and no longer be as effective.? He?s using a 
variety of highgrade equipment including a rotary 
evaporator, a mass spectrometer, and equipment that 
relies on UV light to separate solvents.

Lukas knows that this opportunity is immeasurable: ?I?ve 
been able to experience a professional lab. I?m definitely 
planning on a career in chemistry.?

FLEX   
FRIDAY 
FOCUS



We?ve com e t o know the term Design Thinking to be 
ubiquitous with technology and business development. 
IDEO, the design firm known for designing Apple?s first 
mouse and Palm V handheld devices, developed this 
problem solving process in the early nineties from 
methods learned at Stanford?s d. School. Though many 
organizations use this approach to create efficiency and 
design new products, at the center of this 
brainstorming process is empathy and 
understanding of human needs. For this reason, 
instructors Breanne Lucy and Aleah Starr saw 
Design Thinking as an opportunity to 
demonstrate to their 9th grade Baxter students 
how the humanities and STEM work in tandem.

They explain: ?We wanted to have our students 
think of innovation as not just a STEM concept, 
but a human concept. We also wanted our 
students to be thinking about real-world issues 
right away.?

Students first read and discussed case studies 
from the text How We Got to Now, by Steven 
Johnson in order to examine how innovators 
have used Design Thinking throughout history to 
solve social problems. As the students investigated the 
societal advances of electric light and water sanitation, 
they asked two key Design Thinking questions: What do 
people need? What do people want?

The Design Thinking model asserts that innovators are 
most successful when they employ empathy into their 
ideation. Lucy says this was the key element they 
wanted their students to understand: ?You can?t really 
solve a problem unless you know what people need.?
With this in mind, Lucy and Starr asked their students to 
examine the challenges facing members of Portland?s 
most vulnerable community members. After 
researching issues like homelessness and addiction, 
students continued to ask: What do people need? What 
do they want?

For Lucy, the key to all of this work was giving students 
an opportunity to participate in one of the most crucial 
steps of Design Thinking: the interview. A panel of 
representatives from organizations working with clients 
in the Portland community was assembled. Watching a 
room of 14 year olds ask ?thoughtful and intelligent 
questions? to adults was a powerful moment for Lucy. 

?To see them understand that the work they?ve been 
doing in the classroom helps them access real-world 
ideas was important to us,? she reflects.

One student draws connections between John Leal, who 
improved the safety of drinking water, and Frannie 
Peabody, late founder of Portland?s social services 
center for those living with HIV and AIDS: ?John Leal 
couldn?t have produced such a great result or any result 
at all without empathy. So many people?s lives were 
saved when John Leal decided to chlorinate Jersey City?s 
water. Similarly, Frannie realized there was something 
that needed to be done, and she had 
resources and empathy to do it.?

-

DESIGN THINKING 
FROM THE START: 

TEACHING EMPATHY IN HUMANITIES 9

 

l ear n    

by doing

Breanne Lucy works w it h st udent s w r it ing t heir  f ir st  draf t s of  t heir  essays 
on Design Thinking and em pat hy.



What  have you 
st ar t ed, led, 
joined, built , or  
f ixed since 
graduat ing 
f rom  Baxt er? 
I have designed 
my own major 
and am hoping 
to complete a 
degree in Draft 
Power and 

Cultural Studies. 
The process of 

designing my major reminded me of Flex Friday: I 
created a proposal describing which courses I will take 
and a description of the major. I will be defending my 
proposal to the Academic Council at Sterling College. It?s 
required a lot of organization and has forced me to be 
very clear and precise about what I plan to do and make 
sure I meet necessary requirements. This exercise to 
me, is very Baxter.

How have you brought  your  exper ience as a learner  
at  Baxt er  t o your  cur rent  com m unit y?
I am able to help my friends; when they are having 
trouble learning a concept, I can reshape ideas and 
explain things differently than the teacher might. At 
Baxter, I learned a lot about different learning styles, 
and so I?ve been able to support my peers.

What  advice can you give 
cur rent  Baxt er  st udent s?
Don?t think narrowly. Look 
straight ahead, aim at 
something, but don?t be afraid 
- if you see something else that catches your eye- to 
explore that thing, too. When I first came to Sterling and 
learned about the Draft Power minor, I thought ?who 
would study that? What?s the point in that?,? but now, I 
want to be a teamster and learn how to drive oxen and 
horses. I also love to travel and so I?m taking cultural 
studies, because I want to be able to understand 

cultures when I go into them - thirty six million people 
still rely on draft power to farm.

Which Baxt er  course do you st i l l  t h ink  about ? 

The Spanish class. Megan had an interesting way of 
teaching us about different Spanish-speaking cultures - 
not just the language. We got into learning about how 
to travel in different cultures. To me, travel is the way to 
do life: you meet people and it changes you forever. 
You meet someone else and it changes your whole view 
on the world.

What  news do you want  t o share w it h your  Baxt er  
fam ily and f r iends?

I am preparing to get my Farrier license! I will be an 
expert in horses hooves and shoes. Basically, I will take 
care of everything from the knee down. I?m learning 
how hoof health and nutrition affects the rest of the 
horse?s body.

Alumni Correspondence  

Reach out  and share your  news: 

em ail heat her .dippolit o@baxt er -academ y.org 

ALUMNI!

Join us on January 5th, from 2-4pm 
Tour the new building and 

catch up with staff and students.
We look forward to seeing you!

your  
st or ies

Dashiell Jorgensen, 2016
Cur rent ly:  At t ending St er l ing College, 
st udying Draf t  Power  and Cult ural St udies


